
What is your ideal home?
A worksheet to help you ask the right questions so you have a clear vision of 

how you plan to build your life--and the home that fits into that plan. 

Why do I want to buy? 

Purchasing a home is a lifestyle change that requires you to think critically 
about the type of community you wish to live in and how you like to spend 
your time. We recommend that first-time-home-buyers be stable in their 
career and willing to commit to a permanent residence for five to seven 
years. Take some time to think about your top reasons to stop renting and 
start house shopping.

• Do you need an upgrade—
maybe more space and a nicer 
neighborhood?

• Looking to be closer to family—
or maybe further away?

• Relocating for work or looking to 
put down roots?

• Looking for a better school 
district?

What is my ideal neighborhood? 

Often, first-time-home-buyers focus far too much on the house and not 
enough on the neighborhood. Before you nail down your home priorities, 
let’s try and tackle some neighborhood ones. 

• Are there parks within walking 
distance?

• What about local shops and 
restaurants close by?

• Are you looking for quiet and 
peaceful or social and bustling?

• Is the neighborhood older and 
established or up and coming?

What does my future home need?

It’s time to start thinking about home features. First, we’ll try 
to nail down some general requirements then jump into spe-
cific features. 
We suggest making three columns labeled: Need, Want, and 
Don’t Care. Then start going through the list and assigning 
each within their respective category based on your prefer-
ence. 

• How many bedrooms 
and bathrooms?

• What is the approxi-
mant square footage?

• Front and/or back 
yard

• Fenced yard

• Landscaping

• Sprinkler system 

• Driveway

• Garden

• High-end kitchen

• Swimming pool

• Fireplace(s)

• Spa bathroom

• Open plan

• Security system

• Playroom

• Library

• Basement

• Attic

• Finished basemen


